Running Head: THE AMERICAN TELEVISION		1

TELEVISION		3








American Television

Name 
Institution
Course 
Professor 
Date 








American Television
Since the 1950s, several Americans have been concerned about how television may affect American culture. Whether American television affects American culture or portrays the culture, American television shows the American people's culture and influences the American culture (Nueman, 1982). American television portrays an integral part of the lives of the American people. Since the evolution of drama, from the Elizabethan era to today's reality shows, there has been an influence of the culture from the content aired on American television.
In reflecting the American culture, the reality shows that have been being aired discuss real-life issues affecting the American people (Gillepsie, 1995). Some of the topics reflected on American television are usually quite personal and can be considered taboo despite American television being regarded as society's mirror. The relationship between American culture and American television is, however, reciprocated. With broadcasters airing sensitive issues on television, the American culture does not forbid most of the things that are aired on television.

I believe it is fair to conclude that television changes how people act or function. This is because it influences a large number of people. The influence of television has often affected self-esteem and self-development (Gillepsie, 1995). If a child grows up watching a particular television program, their behavior in the future is likely to be conditioned by what they have been watching on television. Even an adult can be influenced by television programs' doctrines and change their behavior and way of thinking to be in line with what they watched on television.
Television has been effective in relation to being a medium of history. As historians, it is quite in order to look at old American television to learn about America. This is because the old American television had several documentaries that documented American history. An example of such documentaries was The Ascent of Man by Jacob Bronowski (Bronowski, 2011). This program aired in the 1973s and many other more programs that documented American history. Today, we can use those programs to learn about American history. The television shows that most reflect the American culture and values are The Simpsons, All in the Family, Mad Men, Seinfeld, Parks and Recreation, The Andy Griffith Show, and Full House. American television uses them to speak to the American people about their culture.
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